ROAD TO THE MEADOWLANDS PACE

Week 1
The Crawford Farms Meadowlands Pace — Saturday, July 13

RANK

HORSE
(EARNINGS — MARK)

DRIVER, TRAINER
OWNER(S)

DAVE LITTLE’S COMMENTS

CAPTAIN CRUNCH
($616,113-1:49.1)

S. ZERON, N. JOHANSSON
3 BROTHERS STABLES,
CHRISTINA TAKTER, ROJAN
STABLES, CAVIART FARMS

LAST YEAR’S DIVISIONAL CHAMPION — WHO FINISHED 2018
WITH WINS IN THE BREEDERS CROWN AND GOVERNOR’S CUP -
QUALIFIED A WEEK AGO SATURDAY IN 1:50.1. JOHANSSON:
“HE’S DOING WELL. HE WILL QUALIFY AT THE MEADOWLANDS
SATURDAY AND FROM THERE, SHOULD BE READY TO START
RACING. HIS FIRST START WILL BE IN THE PENNSYLVANIA SIRE
STAKES ON MAY 19.”

LAST RACE: 4/20 — M1 — QUALIFIER - 18T (1:50.1)

PROOF
($436,435 - 1:51)

D. MILLER, B. BROWN
DIAMOND CREEK RACING

PENNSYLVANIA SIRE STAKES CHAMPION FROM A YEAR AGO
NOW HAS TWO QUALIFIERS UNDER HIS BELT, THE MOST
RECENT WAS A 1:51.3 CLOCKING AT OHIO’S MIAMI VALLEY
RACEWAY. BROWN: “HE CAME BACK GREAT AFTER HIS
SECOND QUALIFIER. EITHER THE PENNSYLVANIA ALL-STARS
OR SIRE STAKES IS NEXT.”

LAST RACE: 4/24 - MVR — QUALIFIER - 18T (1:51.3)

BLOOD MONEY
($357,244 - 1:50)

S. ZERON, N. JOHANSSON
DIAMOND CREEK RACING

His DEBUT SATURDAY MUST BE SEEN TO BE BELIEVED.
CIRCLED UP FROM EIGHTH AT THREE-QUARTERS TO FLY HOME
AND RECORD A 2-LENGTH SCORE IN A LIFETIME BEST 1:50 AT
THE MEADOWLANDS. JOHANSSON: “I TOLD SCOTT TO TAKE
HIM OFF THE GATE AND SEE WHAT YOU CAN PICK UP. | COULD
NOT HAVE BEEN ANY MORE PLEASED. HE TRAINED SUPER
WEDNESDAY MORNING. HE’LL BE IN THE PENNSYLVANIA ALL-
STARS ON MAY 11 AT POCONO.”

LAST RACE: 4/27 — M1 — NON-WINNERS OF 6 — 15T (1:50)

BRONX SEELSTER
($294,505 - 1:51.2)

W. McGEAN, L. Roy
CAPERS 3 STABLE

FIRST APPEARANCE OF THE YEAR WAS IN A MONDAY
QUALIFIER AT WOODBINE MOHAWK PARK, A RACE THAT HE
WON IN 1:55 WITH A :26.3 KICKER. HIS BIG WIN LAST YEAR
WAS IN THE BATTLE OF WATERLOO AT GRAND RIVER
RACEWAY. MCGEAN: “HE’S DOING ALRIGHT. HE QUALIFIED IN
(1):55 ON A COLD, WINDY DAY. UNLESS | CAN FIND A SPOT FOR
HIM HIS FIRST RACE WILL BE IN THE ONTARIO SIRE STAKES ON
May 25.”

LAST RACE: 4/29 - WMP — QUALIFIER - 18T (1:55)

SEMI TOUGH
($295,656 — 1:51.1)

M. KAKALEY, R. BURKE
BURKE RACING STABLE,
FRANK BALDACHINO, J&T
SILVA-PURNEL & LIBBY,
WEAVER BRUSCEMI

MADE A BIG MOVE TO THE TOP AT THE HALF BUT EVENTUALLY
SETTLED FOR SECOND IN HIS SEASONAL DEBUT A WEEK AGO
MONDAY AT POCONO DOWNS AS THE 1-9 FAVORITE. BURKE:
“| WAS DISAPPOINTED IN HIS EFFORT BUT HIS BLOOD CAME
BACK NOT GOOD SO I’M NOT SURPRISED. WE’RE GOING TO TRY
AND GET HIM TURNED AROUND SOON.” HAS DRAWN POST 8
FOR HIS NEXT START, WHICH IS SATURDAY AT THE MEADOWS
IN THE PENNSYLVANIA SIRE STAKES.

LAST RACE: 4/22 — PCD — NON-WINNERS OF 2 — 2ND (1:53.1)

BETTOR’S WISH
($282,056 - 1:51.1)

D. DUNN, C. RYDER

CAME FROM JUST OFF THE PACE TO WIN AT YONKERS IN 1:52
AS THE 3-5 PUBLIC CHOICE IN HIS 2019 DEBUT. STARTED 12




CHRIS RYDER, BELLA RACING,
FAIR ISLAND FARM, KENNETH
SOLOMON

TIMES AT 2, WINNING 5 AND HITTING THE BOARD 11 TIMES.
RYDER: “MONDAY NIGHT AT YONKERS HE WON IN HAND. I'M
VERY HAPPY WITH HIM. WE’LL QUALIFY NEXT AND THEN GO IN
THE ROONEY.”

LAST RACE: 4/29 - YR — NON-WINNERS OF 6 — 18T (1:52)

REIGNING DEO
($243,163 - 1:54.1Q)

A. MCCARTHY, B. PELLING
DEO VOLENTE FARMS,
PELLING RACING, BRIAN
GORDON

HAS QUALIFIED TWICE THUS FARIN 2019, BOTH AT
PHILADELPHIA. THE MOST RECENT “Q” WAS A BLOWOUT 7%.-
LENGTH ROMP IN 1:54.1 AROUND THE 5/8THS-MILE OVAL.
BIGGEST WIN OF 2018 WAS AN OFF-THE-PACE SCORE IN THE
$225,000 NEW YORK SIRE STAKES FINAL IN 1:54.4 AT
YONKERS. PELLING: “HE’S A BEAUTIFUL, GOOD-GAITED
HORSE. HE’S RACING SUNDAY IN AN OVERNIGHT AT
PHILADELPHIA, THEN ON TO THE NEW YORK SIRE STAKES. WE
ARE GOING TO SKIP THE NORTH AMERICA CUP TO BE READY
FOR THE MEADOWLANDS PACE.”

LAST RACE: 4/30 — PHL — QUALIFIER - 15T (1:54.1)

HURRIKANE EMPEROR
($226,900 - 1:49.3)

D. DUBE, J. MCDERMOTT
JONATHAN KLEE RACING,
KUHEN RACING, PEGASIS
INVESTMENT GROUP, WILLIAM
GAROFALO

WON 7 OF 9 STARTS AS A 2-YEAR-OLD, INCLUDING THE
$250,000 KENTUCKY SIRE STAKES FINAL IN 1:49.3, WHEN HE
WENT WIRE TO WIRE AND KICKED HOME IN :27. MCDERMOTT:
“HE’S DOING SUPER. WE’LL QUALIFY AT THE MEADOWLANDS
SATURDAY AND THEN USE THE NEW JERSEY SIRE STAKES TO
PREP HIM FOR THE NORTH AMERICA CUP. IT’S A NICE SETUP.”
THE NJSS KICKS OFF ON MAY 17.

LAST RACE: 10/6/18 — FHLD — HOMEGROWN — 15T (1:55.1)

MELODIES MAJOR
($222,683 - 1:51.3)

S. ZERON, M. FORD
MARTIN SCHARF

HIS FIRST APPEARANCE OF THE YEAR WAS A WINNING
QUALIFIER AT YONKERS IN 1:56.4 BEFORE A 4TH-PLACE FINISH
IN A “Q” AT POCONO. HE THEN QUALIFIED AGAIN
WEDNESDAY. WAS A MAJOR NEW YORK SIRE STAKES PLAYER
A YEAR AGO, WINNING 6 TIMES IN 9 STARTS RACING
EXCLUSIVELY ON THE CIRCUIT. FINISHED A TOUGH-TRIP
SECOND IN THE FINAL AS THE 3-5 CHOICE. FORD: “HE
QUALIFIED WELL WEDNESDAY. WE'VE BEEN BRINGING HIM
BACK SLOW. WE WILL BE HEADING FOR THE ROONEY OR
SOMEBEACHSOMEWHERE.”

LAST RACE: 5/1 — PCD — QUALIFIER — 18T (1:53)

10

WORKIN ONA
MYSTERY
($100,400 - 1:49.3)

T. TETRICK, B. BROWN
DIAMOND CREEK RACING,
STAMBAUGH LEEMAN STABLE,
ALAN KEITH, WINGFIELD
BROTHERS

WHEN HIS 2018 GOT UNDERWAY LATE (AUG. 29), HE GOT
RIGHT DOWN TO BUSINESS WITH FIVE STRAIGHT WINS BEFORE
FINISHING 6TH IN HIS BREEDERS CROWN ELIMINATION. HAS
QUALIFIED TWICE THIS YEAR AT MIAMI VALLEY. IN THE MOST
RECENT, HE STOPPED THE CLOCK IN 1:51.4 WITH A :26.4
KICKER. FIRST PARI-MUTUEL START OF 2019 IS DERBY DAY IN
THE PENNSYLVANIA SIRE STAKES AT THE MEADOWS. BROWN:
“HE HAS BIG ABILITY. HE HAD A LATE START LAST YEAR
BECAUSE OF A BAD FOOT AND HE BLED IN HIS BREEDERS
CROWN ELIM OR HE WOULD MADE THE FINAL. WE ARE
PLANNING ON THE NORTH AMERICA CUP AND MEADOWLANDS
PACE.”

LAST RACE: 4/24 — MVR — QUALIFIER - 18T (1:51.4)




