
ROAD TO THE MEADOWLANDS PACE 
Week 3 – Thursday, May 16 

The Crawford Farms Meadowlands Pace is on Saturday, July 13 
 

RANK HORSE 

(EARNINGS – MARK) 

DRIVER, TRAINER 

OWNER(S) 

DAVE LITTLE’S COMMENTS 

1 CAPTAIN CRUNCH 

($616,113 – 1:49.1) 

 

S. ZERON, N. JOHANSSON 

3 BROTHERS STABLES, CHRISTINA 

TAKTER, ROJAN STABLES, CAVIART FARMS  

PACED HIS FINAL QUARTER IN :26.3 ON THE WAY TO AN EASY QUALIFYING WIN AT THE 

MEADOWLANDS ON MAY 4. HE WILL BEGIN HIS SEASON SUNDAY IN PENNSYLVANIA SIRE 

STAKES ACTION. JOHANSSON: “HE TRAINED WEDNESDAY MORNING AND EVERYTHING 

SEEMED NORMAL. ALL SYSTEMS GO.” 

LAST RACE: 5/4 – M1 – QUALIFIER – 1ST (1:51.2) 

2 PROOF 

($451,039 – 1:51) 

 

D. MILLER, B. BROWN 

DIAMOND CREEK RACING 

 

MOVED TO THE LEAD AT THE HALF BUT HAD TO SETTLE FOR SECOND IN HIS FIRST 

OUTING OF THE YEAR ON MAY 4 IN A SOLID TRY. BROWN: “HE HAD AN EASY WEEK. I 

TRAINED HIM AND WORKIN ONA MYSTERY IN ABOUT TWO MINUTES WITH A BACK HALF IN 

:57.” FACES CAPTAIN CRUNCH SUNDAY, BUT HAS DRAWN POST 8. 

LAST RACE: 5/4 – MEA – PENNSYLVANIA SIRE STAKES – 2ND (1:50.4) 

3 BLOOD MONEY 

($372,244 – 1:50) 

 

S. ZERON, N. JOHANSSON 

DIAMOND CREEK RACING 

 

HELD SWAY TO THE WIRE TO RECORD A NARROW VICTORY IN PENNSYLVANIA ALL-

STARS ACTION LAST WEEK AND IS HEADING TO YONKERS FOR THE ROONEY SATURDAY 

NIGHT. JOHANSSON: “HE RACED REALLY WELL. I KNOW HE WON BY ONLY A NOSE BUT HE 

WAS IN HAND AND HAD PLENTY LEFT IN THE TANK AFTER SCOTT USED HIM A COUPLE OF 

TIMES.” 

LAST RACE: 5/11 – PCD – PENNSYLVANIA ALL-STARS – 1ST (1:50) 

4 BRONX SEELSTER 

($294,505 – 1:51.2) 

 

T. HENRY, W. MCGEAN 

CAPERS 3 STABLE 

 

QUALIFIED ON MAY 6 AT WOODBINE MOHAWK PARK, STOPPING THE CLOCK IN 1:54 

AFTER BRUSHING TO THE LEAD AT THREE-QUARTERS, BUT HAS NOW HIT A SPEED BUMP. 

MCGEAN: “HE HAS A BANGED-UP FOOT, HE HIT HIS QUARTER AND CUT IT OPEN. I’M VERY 

CONCERNED. WE’LL SEE WHAT HAPPENS.” MCGEAN HOPES TO HAVE HIS COLT READY 

FOR THE ONTARIO SIRE STAKES ON MAY 25. 

LAST RACE: 5/6 – WMP – QUALIFIER – 1ST (1:54) 

5 LOVE ME SOME LOU 

($190,495 – 1:50.4) 

 

D. MILLER, T. CANCELLIERE 

J. CANCELLIERE 

 

STAYED PERFECT IN TWO STARTS THIS YEAR AFTER TAKING HIS DIVISION OF THE PASS 

IN 1:50.4 ON MAY 4. ON SUNDAY, LOU HEADS FOR POCONO, WHERE HE’S DRAWN POST 

8 IN A DIVISION OF THE SIRE STAKES. CANCELLIERE: “HE’S A HAPPY LITTLE FELLA. I’M 

REALLY HAPPY WITH THE WAY THIS HORSE IS COMING ALONG.” 

LAST RACE: 5/4 – MEA – PENNSYLVANIA SIRE STAKES – 1ST (1:50.4) 

6 SEMI TOUGH 

($298,556 – 1:51.1) 

 

M. KAKALEY, R. BURKE 

BURKE RACING STABLE, FRANK 

BALDACHINO, J&T SILVA-PURNEL & LIBBY, 

WEAVER BRUSCEMI 

 

AFTER LEAVING FROM POST 8, WAS NEVER INVOLVED ON MAY 4 IN A PENNSYLVANIA 

SIRE STAKES DIVISION AT THE MEADOWS BUT DID CLOSE IN :27.2 TO GRAB THE FINAL 

CHECK BY FINISHING FIFTH. BURKE: “THAT RACE WAS A STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION. 

EVERYTHING NOW SEEMS FINE.” HE’S IN SUNDAY AT POCONO.  

LAST RACE: 5/4 – MEA – PENNSYLVANIA SIRE STAKES – 5TH (1:51.4) 

7 BETTOR’S WISH 

($282,056 – 1:51.1) 

 

D. DUNN, C. RYDER 

CHRIS RYDER, BELLA RACING, FAIR 

ISLAND FARM, KENNETH SOLOMON 

 

QUALIFIED AT THE MEADOWLANDS SATURDAY, WINNING BY 2¾ LENGTHS IN 1:52.4. 

RYDER: “QUALIFIER WAS JUST RIGHT. NOT TOO FAST, NOT TOO SLOW. THIS HORSE IS 

GOING WELL.” HE’S DRAWN POST 3 IN SATURDAY’S 9TH RACE IN THE ROONEY AT 

YONKERS. 

LAST RACE: 5/11 – M1 – QUALIFIER – 1ST (1:52.4) 

8 WORKIN ONA MYSTERY 

($129,608 – 1:49.3) 

 

T. TETRICK, B. BROWN 

DIAMOND CREEK RACING, STAMBAUGH 

LEEMAN STABLE, ALAN KEITH, WINGFIELD 

BROTHERS 

 

IMPRESSED IN HIS FIRST OUTING OF THE YEAR, WINNING FROM POST 8 IN 1:50.1 AS THE 

4-5 PUBLIC CHOICE AT THE MEADOWS. BROWN: “HE AND PROOF ARE A LITTLE RACY 

RIGHT NOW. THEY BOTH ARE A LITTLE ORNERY, BUT THEY’LL SETTLE DOWN.” ALSO 

RACING SUNDAY IN THE POCONOS. 

LAST RACE: 5/4 – MEA – PENNSYLVANIA SIRE STAKES – 1ST (1:50.1) 

9 REIGNING DEO 

($256,888 – 1:54.1Q) 

 

A. MCCARTHY, B. PELLING 

DEO VOLENTE FARMS, PELLING RACING, 

BRIAN GORDON 

 

FINISHED SECOND TO ROLLWITHPAPAJOE IN NEW YORK SIRE STAKES ACTION AT 

MONTICELLO ON MONDAY OVER A TRACK CONDITION THAT WAS LESS THAN IDEAL. 

PELLING: “HE CAME OUT OF THE MONTICELLO RACE WELL. WE RACED WIDE AND HE DID 

WELL.” NEXT UP IS THE NYSS AT SARATOGA A WEEK FROM SUNDAY. 

LAST RACE: 5/13 – MR – NEW YORK SIRE STAKES – 2ND (1:56.3) 

10 HURRIKANE EMPEROR 

($226,900 – 1:49.3) 

 

D. DUBE, J. MCDERMOTT 

JONATHAN KLEE RACING, KUHEN RACING, 

PEGASIS INVESTMENT GROUP, WILLIAM 

GAROFALO 

 

TEAM IS TAKING A SLOW APPROACH TO GETTING READY FOR THE ROAD AHEAD. 

MCDERMOTT: “JOGGED UP AND TRAINED HIM ONCE NICE AND EASY THIS WEEK. I’M NOT 

LOOKING TO PEAK HIM ANYTIME SOON. I WANT TO HAVE HIM FRESH AND READY FOR THE 

NORTH AMERICA CUP AFTER WE GO IN THE NEW JERSEY SIRE STAKES THE NEXT 

THREE WEEKS.” 

LAST RACE: 5/4 – M1 – QUALIFIER – 5TH (1:51.4) 

 


