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Request is that USTA add two new Driver License types: ‘AA’ and ‘PA’.  These would be 

the existing ‘A’ and ‘P’ with the new option for a driver to indicate to the USTA (and simultaneously to 

horsemen's bookkeepers) that they DO NOT want to be compensated for driving a race. This would be the first 

step for a driver to take if they want to be eligible to drive in races restricted to ‘Amateur’ drivers.  Declaring 

as a non-compensated (aka ‘amateur’) makes you eligible to apply for membership in a USTA sanctioned 

Amateur Driving Club and does NOT guarantee acceptance as a member at any Club.  Additionally, status 

changes either way (from amateur to pro or from pro to amateur) are allowed only once per calendar year and 

require 30 days processing time. 

 ‘Amateur’ races have grown dramatically. With this rule change, we make it possible to ensure that 

drivers who have declared themselves ‘amateurs’ do NOT get paid the 5% when they drive horses in Pro (non-

Club sponsored) races.  This new license designation alerts the horsemen's bookkeepers at all tracks to NOT 

PAY the 5% to any driver with this designation, ever. 

 The only possible argument I see against this, is that this would stop a declared amateur from taking the 

5% on a horse they own 100% of, if they earned money in a non-club race. I understand this.  That said, I do 

not see a system that could work and accomplish the goal of ensuring that amateurs never are paid the 5% 
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without this sacrifice.  It is more urgent and important that we institute a simple system to stop the 5% being 

paid today that should not be, rather than be concerned about the extra 5% to the owner who is also an 

amateur driver and earns 90% of the purse as the owner. And I am one of those owner/drivers! 

 From the perspective of the wagering public, if USTA charted self-declared amateur drivers as ‘License 

Category-Name’ instead of ‘Name’ only, bettors would know when an amateur is driving in a pro race and 

when a horse changes drivers from/to an amateur/pro. That is valuable handicapping information.”] 
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