
ROAD TO THE MEADOWLANDS PACE 
Week 1 (of 10) – Thursday, May 2 

The Meadowlands Pace is on Saturday, July 13, 2024 
RANK HORSE 

(EARNINGS – MARK)    

DRIVER, TRAINER 

OWNER(S) 

DAVE LITTLE’S (AND TRAINER’S) COMMENTS 

1  CAPTAIN ALBANO 

($445,680 – 1:49.2) 

 

T. MCCARTHY, N. DALEY 

PATRICIA STABLE, 

L A EXPRESS & SJOBLOM INC, 

MICHAEL E DOLAN 

 

LAST YEAR, FINISHED SECOND TO GEM QUALITY IN THE BREEDERS CROWN AS THE 2-5 

FAVORITE; TOOK HIS MARK OF 1:49.2 IN THE BLUEGRASS AT THE RED MILE. WILL 

MAKE HIS FIRST APPEARANCE OF 2024 FRIDAY IN A BIG M QUALIFIER. DALEY: “WE’RE 

JUST GOING TO FOLLOW ALONG THERE. LOOKING TO QUALIFY FROM OFF THE PACE. 

JUST LET HIM RUN HOME, THEN, NEXT WEEK, BE A LITTLE BIT MORE AGGRESSIVE.” 

BREEDING: CAPTAINTREACHEROUS-ANGELOU 

LAST RACE: 10/27/2023 – HOP – BREEDERS CROWN FINAL – 2ND (1:50.1)—DONE 

2 BETTER IS NICE 

($510,120 – 1:50.3) 

 

A. MCCARTHY, T. ALAGNA 

ALAGNA RACING LLC, 

PRYDE STABLES INC, 

BIRNAM WOOD FARMS    

DURING 2023, TOOK MARK OF 1:50.3 IN THE KYSS FINAL AT THE RED MILE; WON THE 

NJSS FINAL IN 1:50.4 AT THE BIG M. SHOWS TWO QUALIFIERS ON HIS CARD THUS FAR 

IN 2024, AND MAKES HIS FIRST PARIMUTUEL START SATURDAY AT THE BIG M. ALAGNA: 

“HE WASN’T AS SHARP IN HIS SECOND QUALIFIER BUT HAD A LITTLE BIT OF A FOOT 

ISSUE. I THINK HE CAN GO WITH THE BEST COLTS WHEN HE’S ON HIS GAME.”  

BREEDING: BETTOR’S WISH-THATSOVERYVERYNICE 

LAST RACE: 4/27/2024 – M1 – QUALIFIER – 4TH (1:53.2)—QUOTES? 

3 CAPTAIN’S QUARTERS 

($389,143 – 1:49.3) 

 

J. JAMIESON, H. HOLLAND 

RICH P STILES 

WON THE 2023 EDITION OF THE $717,800 METRO AT MOHAWK IN HIS LIFETIME BEST 

OF 1:49.3. HOLLAND: “THERE WAS NOTHING POSITIVE ABOUT [HIS APRIL 29 

QUALIFIER]. MY DRIVER HOOKED WHEELS. WE’LL QUALIFY AGAIN MONDAY. HE STILL 

QUALIFIES FOR NW2, SO I’LL TRY TO GET HIM THAT RACE AROUND THE 15TH OF THE 

MONTH.” WHAT ELSE? “I THINK THIS IS THE BEST COLT IN NORTH AMERICA.”  

BREEDING: CAPTAINTREACHEROUS-PRESCIENT BEAUTY 

LAST RACE: 4/29/2024 – WBSB – QUALIFIER – 6TH (2:02.2)—DONE 

4 CAPTAIN LUKE 

($332,109 – 1:51) 

 

T. MCCARTHY, T. ALAGNA 

ROBERT J LEBLANC, PRYDE STABLES INC, 

BRADLEY J GRANT, STEVEN HEAD  

 

RECORDED HIS TWO WINS OF 2023 IN HIS LAST TWO STARTS AFTER LASIX WAS ADDED; 

WON THE GOVERNOR’S CUP ELIM, AND THEN THE GOVERNOR’S CUP FINAL. ALAGNA: 

“HE WAS LIGHTS OUT IN HIS FIRST QUALIFIER. WE’LL PLAY THINGS BY EAR AFTER 

[FRIDAY’S] QUALIFIER. GENERALLY, WITH A CAPTAINTREACHEROUS, YOU GET A GOOD 

3-YEAR-OLD.” 

BREEDING: CAPTAINTREACHEROUS-BODACIOUS HANOVER             

LAST RACE: 4/20/2024 – M1 – QUALIFIER – 1ST (1:52)—QUOTES?   

5  GEM QUALITY 

($438,940 – 1:50) 

 

D. DUNN, C. RYDER 

LET IT RIDE STABLES INC, 

ODDS ON RACING, BRADLEY J GRANT, 

ENVIRO STABLES LTD 

2023 BREEDERS CROWN CHAMPION ALSO WON A LEG OF THE PASS BEFORE 

FINISHING 5TH IN THE FINAL. RYDER: “HE’S FEELING GOOD, TRAINING WELL. WE ARE 

WHERE WE THINK WE SHOULD BE. [IN FRIDAY’S QUALIFIER] WE WANT HIM TO FINISH UP 

STRONG, AND LOOK AS GOOD AS HE DID LAST WEEK.”   

BREEDING: CAPTAIN CRUNCH-TWINKLE 

LAST RACE: 4/27/2024 – M1 – QUALIFIER – 1ST (1:52.1)—DONE 

6 

 

 

LEGENDARY HANOVER 

($303,114 – 1:50) 

 

J. MACDONALD, A. BEATON 

ERIC K GOOD, WEST WINS STABLE, 

MARK B DUMAIN 

FINISHED SECOND TO CAPTAIN’S QUARTERS IN THE METRO AS THE EVEN-MONEY 

PUBLIC CHOICE; OPENED 2023 WITH SIX CONSECUTIVE WINS; 2ND IN THE METRO, THEN 

2ND IN HIS BREEDERS CROWN ELIMINATION BEFORE A 9TH-PLACE FINISH IN THE FINAL 

TO FINISH HIS YEAR. BEATON: “WE WERE VERY HAPPY WITH HIS [APRIL 26] QUALIFIER. 

THEY WENT SLOW UP FRONT. THE MAIN THING WAS TO LET HIM GET AROUND AND DO 

THINGS PROPERLY. HE’S A VERY PROFESSIONAL HORSE.” 

BREEDING: HUNTSVILLE-LILLIAN HANOVER 

LAST RACE: 4/26/2024 – WBSB – QUALIFIER – 5TH (1:54.2)—DONE 

7 STORM SHADOW 

($299,160 – 1:51.1) 

 

B. MCCLURE, DR. I. MOORE 

R G MCGROUP LTD, SERGE A SAVARD, 

MAC T NICHOL, BOLTON STABLES 

WON THE 2023 ONTARIO SIRE STAKES FINAL ON OCT. 13; FOLLOWED THAT UP WITH A 

BREEDERS CROWN ELIMINATION SCORE BEFORE FINISHING THIRD IN THE FINAL. 

MOORE: “I AM PLANNING OM TRAINING HIM [THURSDAY]. HE DIDN’T CHANGE HIS 

STATURE A WHOLE LOT OVER THE WINTER. WE HAVE HIGH HOPES FOR HIM.” 

BREEDING: BETTOR’S DELIGHT-FADE 

LAST RACE: 4/19/2024 – SOTC – QUALIFIER – 1ST (1:51.3)—DONE 

8 NEWSROOM 

($247,565 – 1:49.4) 

 

D. MILLER, J. HOLLOWAY 

VAL D’OR FARMS 

REELED OFF SIX STRAIGHT WINS TO START HIS 2YO SEASON, WHICH INCLUDED 

VICTORIES IN THE NEW JERSEY CLASSIC AT THE BIG M AND ELEVATION AT HOOSIER. 

HOLLOWAY: “WE’LL LOOK TO QUALIFY IN TWO WEEKS AND HIS FIRST START WILL BE IN 

THE SOMEBEACHSOMEWHERE. HE WINTERED VERY WELL.”  

BREEDING: ALWAYS B MIKI-WELL HELLO THERE 

LAST RACE: 11/25/2023 – M1 – GOVERNOR’S CUP – 7TH (1:52.2)—DONE 

9 BOSTON ROCKS 

($352,922 – 1:54.1) 

 

T. MILLER, S. ELLIOTT 

PETER R BLOOD, RICK BERKS 

 

WON THE $225,000 NYSS FINAL AT YONKERS ON SEPT. 9 LAST YEAR BEFORE 

MISSING A NECK IN TWO STRAIGHT STAKES EVENTS AT THE RED MILE; ALL 2023 WINS 

CAME ON HALF-MILE TRACKS IN NEW YORK. HE’S IN AT TIOGA SATURDAY. ELLIOTT: 

“HE’S GREAT-GAITED AND LOVES TO GO AND NEVER HAS A BAD DAY. HE GREW AND 

FILLED OUT FROM 2 TO 3, AND IS BLESSED WITH SPEED AND MANNERS.” 

BREEDING: BOSTON RED ROCKS-SCIROCCO SARAH 

LAST RACE: 4/5/2024 – SGR – QUALIFIER – 1ST (1:55.1)—DONE 

10  MCCRUNCH 

($21,360 – 1:50.3) 

 

Y. GINGRAS, N. TAKTER 

3 BROTHERS STABLES, 

CAVIART FARMS, 

JOE SBROCCO, JAF RACING LLC 

 

UNRACED AT 2, BUT LOOKS LIKE HE’S ON HIS WAY WITH THREE WINS UNDER HIS BELT 

ALREADY THIS YEAR AT THE BIG M. TAKTER: “HE DIDN’T RACE AS A 2-YEAR-OLD 

BECAUSE HE WAS A VERY BIG COLT WHO WAS VERY IMMATURE. HE’S A JUNE FOAL, SO, 

TECHNICALLY, HE’S NOT EVEN 3 YET. HE’S STILL LEARNING HOW TO RACE.” 

BREEDING: CAPTAIN CRUNCH-MCGIBSON 

LAST RACE: 4/27/2024 – M1 – NW2 – 1ST (1:50.3)—DONE 

KEY PREP RACES 
MEADOWLANDS PACE ELIGIBLES IN CAPS – Supplements are permitted per the conditions of the race 

Date Stakes Site Winner Trainer Driver 2nd Horse 3rd Horse Time 

5/4 PaSS Mea       

5/4 NJSS M1       

5/11 Pa All-Stars PcD       

5/11 NJSS M1       

5/18 PaSS PcD       

5/25 NJSS Final M1       

5/26 PaSS Phl       



5/26 NYSS Stga       

6/1 Somebchsomewhere  Wbsb       

6/5 NYSS BR       

6/8 N.A. Cup eliminations Wbsb       

6/14 NYSS VD       

6/15 N.A. Cup final Wbsb       

621 Messenger elims YR       

6/28 Messenger final YR       

7/6 Meadowlands Pace elims M1                               

7/13 Meadowlands Pace Final M1       

 

 
 


