
ROAD TO THE MEADOWLANDS PACE 
Week 9 (of 10) – Thursday, June 25 

The Meadowlands Pace is on Saturday, July 11, 2026 
	 

RANK HORSE 
(EARNINGS – MARK) 

DRIVER, TRAINER, 
OWNER(S) 

DAVE LITTLE’S (AND TRAINER’S) COMMENTS 

1 ODDS	ON	MR	MAMBA 
($740,405 – 1:47.4) 
	 

J. MACDONALD, M. WRENN 
ODDS ON RACING            

WRENN: “WE ARE RACING FRIDAY NIGHT IN A LEG OF THE INDIANA SIRES STAKES. WE 

REALLY DIDN’T GET MANY STARTS GOING INTO THE CUP, SO THAT WAS SORT OF THE 

PLAN. WE WANT TO KEEP HIM INVOLVED WITH THE INDIANA FAN BASE. AFTER THE 

MEADOWLANDS PACE, WE’LL SEE WHERE WE ARE AT. WE MAY POSSIBLY GO TO THE 

ADIOS.” 
BREEDING: ODDS ON EQUULEUS-HONKY TONK WOMAN 
LAST RACE: 6/13/2026 – WBSB – NORTH AMERICA CUP – 1ST (1:48.1) 

2 BRANDON	BLVD 
($660,977 – 1:48.1) 
	 

D. DUNN, A. HARRIS 
PUNISHER 11 STABLE LLC 

IS STAYING ON THE SIDELINES THIS WEEK GIVING AN ADVANTAGE TO YOUR 

OPPONENTS? HARRIS: “WE HAD THREE STARTS IN A SHORT AMOUNT OF TIME. I THINK 

IF YOU ACTUALLY LOOK AT MOST OF THE PACE WINNERS OTHER THAN LAST YEAR, 
MOST OF THE HORSES TAKE OFF BETWEEN THE CUP AND THE PACE. OURS IS 

ACTUALLY GOING TO THE MEADOWLANDS (FRIDAY), WHERE WE ARE GOING TO TRAIN 

HIM NICE AND EASY.” 
BREEDING: DOWNBYTHESEASIDE-ALEXIS FAITH     
LAST RACE: 6/13/2026 – WBSB – NORTH AMERICA CUP – 2ND (1:48.1) 

3 BEAU	JANGLES 
($1,416,919 – 1:48.3) 
	 

B. MCCLURE, DR. I. MOORE 
GRAHAM GRACE STABLES LLC, 
KIWI STABLES LLC, 
BOLTON STABLES 
  

MOORE: “WE’LL GO SATURDAY AT MOHAWK IN THE ONTARIO SIRE STAKES GOLD. I 
TRAINED HIM (WEDNESDAY) AND HE WAS REALLY GOOD. WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD 

TO THE WEEKEND. I THINK HE’S READY TO GO. AS THE GOING GETS TOUGHER (ON THE 

GRAND CIRCUIT), NOW MAYBE WE NEED TO GO SECOND-OVER. THIS YEAR YOU HAVE 

(THE TOP 3 HORSES IN THE POLL) WHO COULD TRADE BLOWS ALL SUMMER LONG.” 
BREEDING: CATTLEWASH-MRS MAJOR HILL 
LAST RACE: 6/13/2026 – WBSB – NORTH AMERICA CUP – 3RD (1:48.1) 

4 AL	PAPI 
($476,820 – 1:48.1) 
	 

Y. GINGRAS, R. BURKE 
BURKE RACING STABLE LLC, 
J&T SILVA – PURNEL & LIBBY, 
LAWRENCE KARR, 
WEAVER BRUSCEMI LLC 

WITH THE PACE SO CLOSE, WHY SEND AL PAPI AND MELILLO TO THE MESSENGER? 

BURKE: “I WAS GOING TO TRAIN THEM FAST ANYWAY, SO, THEY’RE SOUND, I’M GOING 

TO RACE THEM. I WENT BACK AND FORTH ON IT. IT WASN’T AN EASY DECISION. AL PAPI 

PUTS HIMSELF IN THE RIGHT POSITION TO BE COMPETITIVE.” THE MESSENGER IS ON 

FRIDAY NIGHT AT YONKERS. 
BREEDING: PAPI ROB HANOVER-BARON REMY 
LAST RACE: 6/13/2026 – WBSB – NORTH AMERICA CUP – 4TH (1:48.2) 

5 
  
  

MELILLO 
($462,787 – 1:48.4) 
	 

R. WRENN JR., R. BURKE 
BURKE RACING STABLE LLC, 
JASON MELILLO, 
WEAVER BRUSCEMI LLC 

LIKE HIS STABLEMATE, WILL GIVE THE MESSENGER A GO. BURKE: “HE GOT CAUGHT IN 

A BAD SPOT (IN THE NORTH AMERICA CUP) AND DECIDED TO STAY IN. BY THE TIME HE 

GOT OUT, THE RACE WAS OVER. THIS HORSE DOES EVERYTHING PRETTY WELL. HE 

DOESN’T DO ANYTHING GREAT YET.” WHAT ABOUT THE TWO PACE-ELIGIBLE HORSES 

YOU HAVE RACING AT THE MEADOWLANDS FRIDAY NIGHT? “LINDY DRAGONWATER IS 

ON A TRIAL RUN THIS WEEK, AND I THINK UBRUTE WILL BE GOOD.” 
BREEDING: SWEET LOU-ROSEMARY ROSE 
LAST RACE: 6/13/2026 – WBSB – NORTH AMERICA CUP – 5TH (1:49) 

6 BOOKIE	J 
($375,868 – 1:48.4) 
	 

D. DUNN, C. RYDER 
KEN JACOBS 
  

HE GOT BEAT, BUT BY ANOTHER RYDER STUDENT, OBLITERATE, IN THE NEW JERSEY 

STANDARDBRED DEVELOPMENT FUND FINAL. RYDER: “OBLITERATE IS VERY GOOD, 
BUT BOOKIE J HAD A BIT OF AN OFF NIGHT. HE PACED A LITTLE ROUGH IN THE 

STRETCH. HE’LL TAKE THIS WEEK OFF, THEN WE’LL GET HIM SET UP FOR THE PACE. 
TIME TO GET SERIOUS.” 
BREEDING: PERFECT STING-SKYY 
LAST RACE: 6/20/2026 – M1 – NJSDF FINAL – 2ND (1:50) 

7 SWEET	LOVIN	LOU 
($233,437 – 1:48.2) 
	 

S. ZERON, D. LAGACE 
LAGACE STABLES, 
EDWIN BUHLER, 
BIG ALS STABLES, 
BRITTANY FARMS MICKI RAE 

LAGACE: “WE TRAINED HIM (WEDNESDAY) AT MOHAWK A PRETTY FAST TRIP. HE IS 

GOING TO QUALIFY ON MONDAY AND IF ALL GOES WELL, WE’LL SHIP DOWN TO THE 

MEADOWLANDS ON TUESDAY. HE’S HEALTHY. HE’S SOUND, AND HE’S READY TO GO.” 
BREEDING: SWEET LOU-LOVER’S DREAM 
LAST RACE: 6/13/2026 – WBSB – NORTH AMERICA CUP – 6TH (1:49.1) 



8 ALWAYS	B	CHARLIE 
($32,768 – 1:51) 
	 

S. ZERON, N. TAKTER 
UPSTART RACING 

QUALIFIED FOURTH IN THE WAKE OF FRAGMENT’S 1:51.1 CLOCKING. NOW, A BIG M 

RACE TO GET READY FOR THE BIG M PACE. WILL LEAVE FROM POST 3 FRIDAY NIGHT. 
WHAT DO YOU THINK YOUR CHANCES ARE IN THE PACE? TAKTER: “OBVIOUSLY, IT’S A 

GROUP 1 RACE FOR A REASON. IT’S A TOUGH RACE TO WIN. HE’S STILL GREEN. HE’S 

STILL LAZY. BUT I DO THINK WE CAN GET A CHUNK OF THE PURSE (IN THE PACE).” 
BREEDING: ALWAYS B MIKI-MY LITTLE DELIGHT 
LAST RACE: 6/19/2026 – M1 – QUALIFIER – 4TH (1:52.4) 

9 AZRAEL	BLUE	CHIP 
($158,550 – 1:51) 
	 

A. MCCARTHY, B. ODZA 
CT STABLES LLC 
  

HAS DRAWN POST 6 IN THE OVERNIGHT AT THE BIG M TO GET READY FOR THE PACE. 
ODZA: “I’M HAPPY WITH HIM. HE TRAINED GREAT (WEDNESDAY). I STILL THINK HE’S AT 

LIKE 90 PERCENT RIGHT NOW. THERE ARE STILL THINGS I AM WORKING ON, BUT RIGHT 

NOW, HE’S RIGHT WHERE I WANT HIM TO BE.” 
BREEDING: PERFECT STING-BATHSHEBA 
LAST RACE: 6/13/2026 – WBSB – NORTH AMERICA CUP – 10TH (1:54.1) 

10 GENTLEMAN’S	CLUB 
($256,481 – 1:50.2) 
	 

A. MCCARTHY, A. LAMBERT 
ANTHONY LICASTRO 

HASN’T BEEN SEEN SINCE HIS NORTH AMERICA CUP ELIMINATION BUT IS BACK IN THE 

BIG M OVERNIGHT FRIDAY AGAINST A HANDFUL OF OTHER PACE HOPEFULS. HAS POST 

5. LAMBERT: “HE’S GOOD. HE TRAINED WELL (WEDNESDAY). I THINK WE’LL RACE HIM 

OFF THE PACE THIS WEEK. (IN THE PACE) UNLESS YOU ARE AN ABSOLUTE STANDOUT, 
YOU STILL NEED A TRIP. I THINK WE ARE IN GOOD SHAPE.” 
BREEDING: DOWNBYTHESEASIDE-SEE YOU AT PEELERS 
LAST RACE: 6/6/2026 – WBSB – NORTH AMERICA CUP ELIMINATION – 7TH (1:49.3) 

  
  
  

KEY PREP RACES 
MEADOWLANDS PACE ELIGIBLES IN CAPS – Supplements are permitted per the conditions of the race 

Date Stakes Site Winner Trainer Driver 2nd Horse 3rd Horse Time 
5/2 
  

PaSS Mea Sneaky Squeaky 
Another C Note 

J. Bongiorno 
R. Burke 

T. Tetrick 
R. Wrenn Jr. 

MELILLO 
Frantic Hanover 

AL PAPI 
Twin B Thriller 

1:50.1 
1:51.2 

5/2 NJSS M1 BOOKIE J C. Ryder D. Dunn AZRAEL BLUE CHIP Thisbeestings Deo 1:50 
5/9 NJSS M1 Sonofanutcracker T. Cancelliere D. Dunn AZRAEL BLUE CHIP ROCKNACIOUS 1:50 
5/9 Pa All-Stars 

  
  
  

PcD Another C Note 
Captain Apple 
Treacherous Lou 
Toast Of The Town 

R. Burke 
C. Ryder 
R. Cleary 
N. Daley 

T. Buter 
P. Ryder 
T. Tetrick 
T. McCarthy 

Papi Rick 
Southwind Spencer 
Easy Breeze 
Superchamp Hanover 

Spunky Hanover 
Really Bright 
TALBOT ANDRETTI 
Good Friday 

1:52.2 
1:54.1 
1:53.4 
1:52.2 

5/9 Ontario SBOA elims 
  

Wbsb BEAU JANGLES 
Borderline Mobby 

Dr. I. Moore 
D. Menary 

B. McClure 
J. MacDonald 

Tilthecowscomehome 
WINDOR 

Mega Moves 
Redland Rocket Man 

1:51 
1:50.4 

5/16 Ontario SBOA final Wbsb BEAU JANGLES Dr. I Moore B. McClure Borderline Mobby WINDOR 1:49.3 
5/16 PaSS 

  
  

PcD APOCALYPSEBLUECHIP 
Sneaky Squeaky 
Another C Note 

J. Bongiorno 
J. Bongiorno 
T. Buter 

J. Bongiorno 
J. Bongiorno 
R. Burke 

Superchamp Hanover 
Captain Apple 
MELILLO 

Southwind Spencer 
Silent Investor 
Papi Rick 

1:50.3 
1:51.1 
1:50.4 

5/23 NJSS final M1 BOOKIE J C. Ryder D. Dunn AZRAEL BLUE CHIP Thisbeestings Deo 1:50.2 
5/24 
  
  

PaSS Phl MELILLO 
Another C Note 
Papi Rick 

R. Burke 
R. Burke 
N. Daley 

T. Tetrick 
Y. Gingras 
A. McCarthy 

Easy Breeze 
ALWAYS B CHARLIE 
Sneaky Squeaky 

TALBOT ANDRETTI 
Thai Hanover 
AL PAPI 

1:48.4 
1:50.3 
1:50.3 

5/30 Somebeachsomewhr Wbsb BRANDON BLVD A. Harris J. Bartlett SWEET LOVIN LOU No Waitlist 1:48.1 
6/6 N.A. Cup elims 

  
Wbsb SWEET LOVIN LOU 

ODDS ON MR MAMBA 
D. Lagace 
M. Wrenn 

J. MacDonald 
J. MacDonald 

AL PAPI 
BRANDON BLVD 

AZRAEL BLUE CHIP 
BEAU JANGLES 

1:48.2 
1:48.2 

6/13 N.A. Cup final Wbsb ODDS ON MR MAMBA M. Wrenn J. MacDonald BRANDON BLVD BEAU JANGLES 1:48.1 
6/26 Messenger YR             
7/4 Meadowlands Pace  elims M1                                   
7/11 Meadowlands Pace final M1             
 


